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Good morning! This is the second Newsletter about Archicharter Project, a project financed in the framework of the EU Community Initiative INTERREG IIIB ARCHIMED. It aims at applying the European Charter for Sustainable Tourism to 6 protected areas on the Archimed Region.

The information below will permit to know the state of the plan, the aims caught up and those to catch up.



In the first News we have explained “What’s Achicharter?” (It’s an European Project)- “What’s it want to make?” (With the Charter, the project aims promote cooperation among the Parks partener and  among private and public stakeholders, in order to define a common Strategy for sustainable tourism development and for the introduction of shared Plan for Action.) ;
“Who works in the project?”- (The project is carried on by 3 Italian and 3 Greek partners
1 Serre Regional Park (The Project Leader), Calabria, IT;
2 Nebrodi Regional Park, Sicilia, IT;
3 Matese Regional Park, Campania, IT;
4 Zakynthos Marine Park, Ionian Islands, GR;
5 Border Region Delta Rhodopi, East Macedonia-Thracia,GR;
6 Nevropolis Administration, Thessaly, GR.).


From the first project meeting (it was held 18 and 19 July 2006 in the Serre Regional Park) at today a lot has been made:

Diagnostic Report: to estimate the link between the influence that tourism exercises on the ecosystem status, on the human activities in the interested area, every partners begun the data collection useful for the assessment of the indicators: this work is called diagnostic report of the state of environment.

In every Park, now it is in its last stage of completion or completed and it is the base for the Forum.                    

· method: a team of experts dedicated to the specific content the project (natural system, urban environment, economic activities, tourism, etc.)  has worked hardly to collect the necessary data to build the basis to write a common strategy to develop an integrated approach to the sustainable tourism;
· attained objectives: the attained objectives are included in a document  called: Diagnostic Report of the State of  Environment.                                              
Tourism analysis: To obtain a summary on tourism development situation, tourist offer and demand, implemented strategies point out by public administration in the Park area, the partners begun the data collection for the analysis. 
· method: distribution of questionnaires in order to survey tourist offer and demand and the view about the tourism in certain protected area of citizens, tourist operators and public administration. In every Park the questionnaires were distributed from July to September to the people different for sex, age, education. The questionnaires collected up to now by the different partners. 

· Random sample: local authorities, tour operators, citizens, tourists travelling in the protected area and  tourist travelling outside the protected area.

The “Forum”: the “forum” is an important communicational event because it permitted to promote the project and its objectives outside the Park and promote the Sustainable Tourism in the protected areas.”.
During the Forum the stakeholders in each Partner will sign one strategy and will decide about a common Action Plan.



The “Forum” is a coordination network, reflection,  comparison of the experiences and elaboration of proposals, criteria and methodologies for the environmental qualification of the acting subjects in every area.

In every park were the forum was activated it interested a lot of stakeholders: authorities working in the environment and tourism sector, policy makers, tour operators, schools and citizens, different schools and citizens are attended too. 
During the forum every partner explained the attained objectives and the drafts to create a network between the stakeholders who want to come to a common agreement: the sustainable development of the protected areas. Further, was distributed a lot documents like the “forum” regulations and the strategy to attain objectives.

Others “Forum” are in planning.


Because we know how is importance “communication” to promote the results, the Park management thought to keep a little space to ARCHICHARTER every time that the Serre Regional Park takes part to an event.
So, the contents of the project were announced during these events:
· April 3, meeting organised by the National Environmental Protection Agency, on “Contribution to biodiversity conservation, the ecoregional approach, held in Rome through a presentation on “the PAESI project” 

· May 22, meeting organised by the National Environmental Protection Agency, on “the activity of the PAESI project”, held in Rome through a presentation on “how environmental studies can be more useful to an effective management of protected areas” 
· June 14, meeting of the Parks which joined the European Charter for sustainable tourism, organised by Europarc in Ballater (Cairngorm National Park, UK) through the distribution of the project leaflet

· June 28, International Conference on Environmental Management Engineering, Planning and Economics, held in Skiathos, Greece, informing on the project during the presentation “Sustainable management of protected areas could be more effective with an integrated methodological approach of voluntary tools.
Every Park diffuses periodical a lot of  prints  to explain its activities and to promote the European Charter for Sustainable Tourism.



Others “Forum” are planned to obtain the best presentation of the results of the environmental analysis and create some networks  to promote the sustainable culture in the protected areas.”.


At the end of the project will happen:
· The protected areas will introduce an integrated approach to the sustainable tourism, with the participation of the authorities;

· The Park management will plan, control and audit the pressure that tourism does on the environment;
· it will create a network between the Park management, policy makers and tour operators who will permit to all interested people to work on the same direction to obtain the sustainable tourist development in the protected areas. 
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